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CALL TO KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

JUNE 24-27, 2010, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
By Janet S. Flinders, District Secretary 

 

          We all know that Kiwanis is where our hearts are.  We also have wonderful, forever 

friends in Kiwanis.  BUT do you know that there are lots more friends to find and keep by 

attending the International Convention.  Skip & I have attended all the International 

Conventions since 1995 (except Skip was ill in 2008, but I went anyway).  We have friends 

from all over the world and look forward to renewing our friendships every year.  When we 

went to our first convention, we had no clue as to what an awesome experience it would be.  

Everyone should give it a try, especially since it will be held so close to our District. 

 Las Vegas is a show town, a gambling town, but also a place to meet and greet great 

Kiwanians.  Workshops will include: Building Your Membership, Creating a Great Club 

Experience, Awesome Project Ideas, Ways to Raise Money, Marketing Your Club and 

Working with Kids.  There will be displays and exhibits, pin trading and learning about the 

wonderful happenings in the Kiwanis world.  There will also be a booth about the 2011 

convention. 

 You really shouldnôt miss this opportunity to learn about what is out there, besides 

what is happening in your own community, division, and district. 

 The new Worldwide Service Project will be announced and the Kick Off will be 

something never to be forgotten. 

 The decision to attend needs to be made shortly because the registration will increase 

on January 31, 2010.  They are offering last yearôs prices until then.  After that the 

registration fees increase by $55.00. 

 There will be some events that need special tickets and have a price tag attached:  Jay 

Leno will be the highlight of the Super Star Night.  There will be speakers at luncheons and 

breakfasts.  Such as: 

 Business coach and consultant Jeff Wolf, who will speak at the Leadership Luncheon, 

Friday, June 26, is one of Americaôs most dynamic speakers.  Recognized as one of the top 

executive coaches in the country, he has been featured on NBC and Fox TV.  His new book, 

ñRoadmap to Success:  Americanôs Top Intellectual Minds Map Out Successful Business 

Strategiesò, with management gurus Ken Blanchard and Stephen Covey, was released in 

November of 2008 and his second book, ñThe Essence of Effective Leadershipò, will be 

released late in 2009.  At the Kiwanis International Convention, Jeff will share tips to help 

Kiwanis leaders clarify their purpose and vision, set goals and stay focused and committed. 

 Clear you calendar and decide right now to bring home memories that will last forever 

by attending the Kiwanis International Convention in June 2010.  I will look forward to 

seeing you there. 
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TO BETTER SERVE THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG P EOPLE, 

WHO ARE OUR FUTURE   
By  Brent F. Ashworth, 2009-2010 Utah-Idaho District Governor 

  

My Fellow Kiwanians: 

  

          We have just completed a successful Mid-Year Conference of our Utah-Idaho 

District at the Davis Convention Center in Layton, Utah.  While we only had less than 

sixty participants, I believe they were richly rewarded by the information and 

presentations prepared and given by many of our talented Kiwanis members, leaders 

and their spouses in attendance.  While there are many I wish to thank, I belive I 

would be remiss if I didn't mention two of our leading ladies who played and will 

continue to play key roles.  Janet Flinders, our wonderful District Secretary and Past 

Governor, fleshed out the details and made many of the arrangements for a great series 

of meetings.  She, her wonderful Skip and all those who assisted her in pulling this off 

deserve our sincere thanks!  Pattie Hansen, our Immediate Past Governor, lead four of 

our seminar sessions, all dealing with growth and building clubs and members.  I was 

privileged to sit in on a couple of these and was most impressed with her dedication 

and those of our Past Governors and others who participated.   

  

          If there was one theme to our Mid-Year it was to fulfill the charge of our 

Kiwanis International President Paul Palazzolo at Governor's Conference held in Las 

Vegas, February 6-7, 2010, to build new clubs, strengthen existing clubs and increase 

membership.  At that meeting, which I attended with twenty-five other governors 

throughout the Americas, Utah-Idaho District was charged to create four new clubs, 

with a stretch goal of six, THIS YEAR!  

  

          Not only that, but I was required to give KI the names of places in our district 

where we intend to create new clubs and turn in the names of additional club builders 

for our district, more than doubling our committee, to accomplish it.  I was to contact 

these good folks individually and ask for their commitment to help.  Needless to say, 

much of the Governor's Conference was spent on my cell phone!  Then, on that 

Saturday afternoon, we each had a meeting with Paul and his entourage at KI and 

formalized what we had spent the day trying to accomplish.  Frankly, I have been to 

many meetings in my more than six decades, both in neighborhood, community, 

church, military and Kiwanis and have never had such a goal-oriented, focused 

meeting. 

  

          You who answered my call, and some who have been subsequently added and 

now that I ask, all of you, have and will, I believe, step up to help our Growth Team 

create these six new clubs for our district.  I have asked Pattie Hansen to chair this 

Growth Team made up of the following leaders and ask for your assistance: 

  

Growth Team:  Pattie Hansen, Chair, Brent Ashworth, Vice Chair 

  

Idaho: Bob Parish, New Club Building Chair 

            New Clubs:   Idaho Falls (Eastern ID), Leaders: Jim Terry and Josh  

                                  Holt; American Falls, Leaders: Bob Dempsay, Bob Parish,  

                                  Norm Taylor; Kimberly, Leaders: Bob Parish, Pattie Hansen,  

                                  Marvin Chamberlain  

 

Utah: Lowell Inkley, New Club Building Chair 

          New Clubs:   City Creek(SLC)/Internet: Leaders: Chuck Baker, Lowell Inkley,  

                                Gordon Lewis; Saratoga Springs, Leaders: Stewart Collier, Brent  

                               Ashworth; Grantsville, Leaders: Bill Mullins, Brent Ashworth  

  

The purpose of our building new clubs, strengthening clubs and adding membership is 

the same purpose we have for Kiwanis itself of being able to better serve the children 

and young people who are our future.   

 

Thank you for all your Kiwanis Service in making a positive difference in the lives of 

our youth and members.   

  

Brent 
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GOLDFISH AND HOT DOGS AND PIES 
by Paul Palazzolo, Kiwanis International President 

 

What do cream pies, goldfish and hot dogs have in 

common?  They can all be elements of a successful effort 

to increase your clubôs membership strength!  The answer 

seems peculiar, but Iôll explain. 
 

As we highlight MAY  as MEMBERSHIP MONTH , I 

hope your club is already planning something special that 

encourages Kiwanians to sponsor new members.  Anyone 

in the club ï whether youôre a president, past president or 

recently joined ï can take the initiative to get the club involved in a membership 

campaign. 
 

Here are three elements that have proven to be helpful in a successful membership 

effort:  
 

1. Focused time-frame ï Whether itôs five weeks or ten weeks, a definite period 

allows your members to keep the goal in mind with a sense of urgency. 

2. Focused goal ï A challenging and specific target motivates and develops a 

spirit of teamwork.  Constantly publicize and display the goal and the progress 

at each meeting during the time-frame.  

3. Fun ï This is where the answer to the above question comes in. 

 Club presidents can offer to receive a cream pie in the face from every 

Kiwanian in the club that sponsors three new members! 

 Until he or she sponsors a new member, a randomly selected Kiwanian cares 

for the clubôs live goldfish mascot!  (You can use as many live goldfish 

mascots as you wish to multiply the fun and the new member results.) 

 Portion the club into teams for membership recruiting purposes.  The team 

sponsoring the most new members enjoys an exceptional meal at a 

celebration meeting while all others enjoy hot dogs!  
 

Thereôs no peculiar answer to why we need to highlight MAY  as MEMBERSHIP 

MONTH  or why we must strengthen our Kiwanis Club membership.  When we have 

more Kiwanians, we can provide more service ï more Terrific Kids programs, more 

hands to work at our clubsô fund raisers, more help to fulfill our responsibilities of 

Kiwanis Family sponsorship and more smiles on the faces of children in our 

communities and around the globe.  For this answer and for these reasons in your 

community, letôs plan now to make May 2010 the most successful KIWANIS 

MEMBERSHIP MONTH ever!  

 

REVEAL YOUR GROWTH P OTENTIAL...STAY FLEX IBLE  
 

The more flexible you are, the more attractive your club will be to new members. 

Try something new. Expand your clubôs influence with these flexible membership 

options or by opening a new club. 

 

Club satellite: Identify a group of prospective Kiwanis members based on geography, 

age, schedule, employment or special interest and form an offshoot of your club. No 

chartering is involved. This situation offers a lot of flexibility in the relationship of the 

host club and the club satellite. Learn the answers to some club satellite FAQs. 

 

Corporate memberships: A corporate membership allows a club to designate an 

individual membership spot in a Kiwanis Club for an employee of a specific company 

or organization. As an employee changes jobs or is transferred to a new location, a 

new employee can be designated to take the place of the previous member without 

being charged a new member fee by the organization. Learn answers to some 

corporate membership FAQs. 

 

New clubs: When you use the seven steps in the quick-start guide, opening a club is 

simple. Tap into the districtôs TAG members and resources on the Build a club Web 

pages. Remember, existing clubs that sponsor or co-sponsor a new club earn points 

toward distinguished status. 

 

Refresh your club. Is your membership diverse? Are your meetings engaging and 

productive? Are your service projects meaningful? Ask your club members what they 

think. The Club Excellence Tool lets your club analyze the answers to these questions 

and more, to find out what aspect of your club needs some attention. Resources and 

fresh ideas are available for each topicï12 steps to growth, for example. Itôs designed 

to excite members and impress prospects. 

 


