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SAVE Annual Roster Issue ï Do Not Toss SAVE 
Kiwanis and Hot Chocolate 

Pattie Hansen, Utah-Idaho District Governor 

 

          A group of graduates, well established in their careers, were talking at a reunion and 

decided to go visit their old university professor, now retired.  During their visit, the conversation 

turned to complaints about stress in their work and lives.  Offering his guests hot chocolate, the 

professor went into the kitchen and returned with a large pot of hot chocolate and an assortment 

of cups - porcelain, glass,  crystal, some plain looking, some expensive, some exquisite -  telling 

them to help themselves to the hot chocolate.   

 

          When they all had a cup of hot chocolate in hand, the professor said: 'Notice that all the 

nice looking, expensive cups were taken, leaving behind the plain and cheap ones.  While it is 

normal for you to want only the best for yourselves, that is the source of your problems and 

stress. The cup that you're drinking from adds nothing to the quality of the hot chocolate.  In most 

cases it is just more expensive and in some cases even hides what we drink. What all of you 

really wanted was hot chocolate, not the cup; but you consciously went for the best cups... And 

then you began eyeing each others cups. 

 

          Now consider this: Life is the hot chocolate; your job, money and position in society are 

the cups.  They are just tools to hold and contain life.  The cup you have does not define, nor 

change the quality of life you have.   Sometimes, by concentrating only on the cup, we fail 

to enjoy the hot chocolate.  The happiest people don't have the best of everything.  They just 

make the best of everything that they have.  

 

          Now compare the above analogy to Kiwanis. 

 

Kiwanis service to children is the hot chocolate. The meeting, the music, awards, positions, the 

fundraisers and community serviceé and all of the other ñthingsò we do in Kiwanis are the cups. 

They are tools we use and enjoy to help us serve the children.  Sometimes we spend so much time 

concentrating on the ñthingsò that we forget the children.  Take a minute right now to look at 

your Kiwanis activities and expectations. What are the ñthingsò that you find yourself 

concentrating on as a Kiwanian? Do you let ñthingsò get in the way of service to the children?  If 

you think you need to make some changes, do it today. Do it for the children. 

 

          And enjoy your hot chocolate. 
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Growth for Service 
Pattie Hansen, Utah-Idaho District Governor 

As I sat in the Installation Dinner at Annual Convention on the 

evening of the 23
rd
 in Salt Lake City two things stood out 

above the many thoughts circling my head; one: that I was 

following the leadership example of truly great Kiwanians, and 

two: that I really care about the success of the Kiwanis in our 

District. 

Throughout my business career and during my Kiwanis membership I have learned a lot 

about leadership, specifically servant leadership. Servant leadership is about relationships. 

Itôs about serving people not an organization. Whether we lead in Kiwanis as district or club 

officers, committee chairmen or whatever capacityé we serve people and ultimately we 

serve the kids. While we serve, we have the opportunity to work with the most amazing 

group of individuals I have ever had the privilege of knowing, Kiwanians. The rich 

relationships and fellowship that Kiwanis provides each of us cannot help but make us 

better individuals and leaders. When I think of the leaders that I have known in my life and 

those who have impacted me the greatest for good, I do not have to look outside of Kiwanis 

to find most of them. I serve Kiwanis today because of the great men and women who have 

brilliantly and energetically led clubs, divisions and the Utah Idaho District Kiwanis before 

me. Their example of servant leadership and their commitment is what makes me want to 

serve Kiwanis as well. 

The Utah Idaho District is here to serve the clubs. When clubs are weak, the entire district is 

weak. When the district is weak, clubs do not receive the support they need to succeed. As 

district leaders it is our job to provide you with resources, training and support that you need 

to be successful, energized clubs who serve children in your communities. I pledge my 

support to you in any capacity that will help you in your Kiwanis experience. Letôs all focus 

on the most important area of Kiwanis: the club.  If we work to make our clubs the best that 

they can be, we will have members who are motivated and energized, communities that are 

stronger and youth programs that are successful. Great members make great clubs, and great 

clubs build strong communities as they serve children. 

Growth for Service, you will hear it often from me in the coming year.  We have enough 

members to do the things we are doing now, but we do not have enough members to do the 

things that need to be done. We currently have more members leaving the majority of our 

clubs than we have coming into them. It is time to take a look at your club members 

experience and see what can be done about making your Kiwanis Club the organization in 

your community that everyone want to join. Talk to the members, talk to prospective 

members, do not be afraid to make changes that bring your club into the spotlight in your 

community as the must do organization.  Service to children and youth is an attractive 

motivator to folks to join an organization. If your club does not sponsor a K-Kids Club, 

Builders Club and Key-Club, there are children in your community who are missing out on 

leadership and service opportunities that only you can give to them.  

As your servant leader, I am here for you. Please do not hesitate to contact me for support as 

you serve the children in your town. My email addresses is: utahidahogov@live.com. 

Thank for all that you do for Kiwanis, for your clubs and for the children. 

Yours in Kiwanis Service, 

Pattie 

 

Share your vision of whatôs truly importantéwhat you want and need your team to 

achieve. Donôt just recite the organizationôs vision ï thatôs great for the annual report, but 

employees need to know whatôs in your head. It should be a clear explanation of what your 

teamôs results can and should beéand how you see that happening.  

In 100 years, it won't matter what house you lived in, what car you 
drove,  

or even what your clothes looked like.  

What will matter is that you made a difference in the life of a child.  
-  Dr. Forest E. Witcraft   
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LET US NOT FORGET OUR PEOPLE,  

AND BE KIND, THOUGHTFUL, AND COURTEOUS  
Brent Ashworth, Utah ï Idaho District  

 

          I recently had the blessing of looking into the excited eyes of 

a young grandchild who wanted me to read her a story. As the 

reading finished, she asked me to read her another story and then 

another.  Although not yet able to read herself, she already has the 

spark of learning in her soul.  

           In our Provo Kiwanis Club and throughout our Utah-Idaho 

District, we have many grandpas and grandmas who are ready, 

willing and able to read to a child.  We also have Kiwanians who spend many hours helping 

both children and their parents and community members in many worthy efforts without 

seeking any personal glory or reward other than the desire to be of genuine service.   

          Service is its own reward.  Kiwanis members and clubs throughout our district and, 

indeed, the world know and practice it in many ways. Perhaps my favorite poet, Emily 

Dickinson, said it best,  
 

If I can stop one heart from breaking,  

I shall not live in vain; 

If I can ease one life the aching, 

Or cool one pain, 

Or help one fainting robin 

Unto his nest again, 

I shall not live in vain. 
 

          In conjunction with our service, are we treating each other as Kiwanians with 

kindness? A famous Japanese proverb says "One kind word can warm three winter 

months".  Mark Twain, my favorite novelist, once said he was good for another two months 

after receiving a good compliment.  Are we acknowledging those who serve us in our 

clubs?  We should make it a point never to leave one of our meetings without genuinely 

complimenting at least one fellow Kiwanian for something which would otherwise probably 

go unnoticed. May I also suggest that our compliments are not empty ones, but are followed 

by action.  As one of our pioneers of flight, Wilbur Wright, once put it, "A parrot talks 

much but flies little". 

          It has been said that kindness is a language the deaf can hear and the dumb can 

understand. As we assist with our various duties in our clubs, a smile goes a long way to 

encourage members to want to return week after week, even if the programs are good.  Our 

nation's grandpa, Benjamin Franklin, said, "A cheerful face is nearly as good for an invalid 

as healthy weather".  He also said, "Any fool can criticize, condemn and complain--and 

most fools do". 

          So, as we encourage our members to want to continue to attend and build our clubs 

with new members, lets not forget our people skills and be kind, thoughtful and courteous to 

one another. Let us also continue to read that child a story and help others in need.  

Emerson reminds us, "It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no man 

can sincerely try to help another without helping himself".  The same can be said of us as 

Kiwanians as we build our clubs. 

          Please feel free to call on me at any time I can be of help.   I am honored to serve as 

your governor-elect.  

 

MANY THANKS  
Immediate Past Governor Bill and First Lady Barbara 

 

 As our year as Governor and First Lady has come to a close, 

we have reflected back on all our old and new Kiwanis friends 

throughout the Utah/Idaho District and around the world. Many 

thanks for the opportunities we've had while being Governor and 

First Lady. This past year has given us many rewarding and special 

experiences. We have been impressed with all the good works you 

do. Once again we'd like to share with you what Past International President, Dave Curry, 

shared with us: 

 

KIWANIS PRIDE 

We have to make Kiwanis proud of our efforts, whether they are: 

*Fundraising for good causes, money can be the root of great good. 

*Hands on service especially regarding our efforts for helping our youth. 

*Sponsoring others so that their lives are in balance, we don't know when someone 

else is ready to heed the call of service. 

We have a glorious future linked to a glorious past. 

What we do matters in the lives of others. 

What our leadership does, matters in fulfilling our mission. 

What each club does is significant in its community. 
 

 We do hope you realize the impact that all of you Great Kiwanians have made and 

will make to the children in your communities. Thank You again and keep up the good 

work as you touch the lives of the children from around the world. 
      

 


