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NOBODY ASKED! 
Nobody asked, 

but I thought that I 

would share a piece 

of my mind....not 

that there is all that 

much left to share. 
 

Nobody asked the speaker at our club 

to join us the following week 

and to become a member, so the 

speaker never came back. 
 

Nobody asked the shy man 

who stumbled upon the lunch 

meeting if he would like to join 

us in the reading we do for Head 

Start every week, so he didnôt. 
 

Nobody asked the wife of the 

long-time member who died recently 

if she would like to be a part of the 

organization her husband valued 

so highly, so she sat home alone. 

 

Nobody asked what the new 

member did for a living, or how 

many kids she had or what she liked 

to do when she wasnôt volunteering 

or working, so she stopped coming. 

 

Nobody asked the man who was 

so busy with kids, church, work and 

life, if he wanted to put an umbrella 

over all of that and join with others 

who could give him some help, 

so he kept on doing what he was 

doing, and it never occurred to him 

that a Kiwanian might help him. 
 

Nobody asked me, but I think 

we all need to remember........JUST 

ASK......thatôs what itôs all about! 

 
Shared from the Rocky Mountain District. 

Past Distinguished Governor 

Mary Villalba 

 

 

SHARE YOUR STORY 
 

Kiwanis [International] is pleased to present stories of personal momentsðpast and 

presentðthrough this online library. We hope you enjoy these glimpses into the lives of 

Kiwanis members, leaders, volunteers, and the children we serve.  

 

Do you have an encouraging story you'd like to share? Have you gathered wisdom over 

the years you feel might be helpful for others? If so, please submit your Kiwanis Moment 

today! Let us know how Kiwanis has made a difference in your life, the life of a child, or 

your neighborhood.  
 

Submit your story by clicking on Share Your Story Now on: http://www.kiwanis.org/ 

ShareYourStory/ShareYourStory/tabid/307/Default.aspx 
 

Please Note: The purpose of this story-sharing database is to record and present personal Kiwanis 

stories. All user-submitted content may be edited or revised for clarity or style, and used as anecdotal 

stories in articles and/or blogs on the Kiwanis-family sites. If we believe significant changes need to be 

made, we will contact you. You also will be required to read and accept our submission guidelines, user 

agreement, and consent/media release statements. 
 

Before submitting your story, your encouraged you to read the Submission Guidelines, 

Photo Upload Guidelines,  User Agreement, and Consent/Media Release.  
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A CALL TO ACTION  
By Governor Pattie Hansen 

 

Kiwanis International President Don Canaday recently quoted Mark Twain, who said; 

ñNever put off until tomorrow what you can do the day AFTER tomorrow.ò  Canaday 

then saidòWell, that may be what Twain believed, but as most of you know ï itôs not 

MY philosophy.ò It also should not be the philosophy of the Utah Idaho District. 
When I met Pres Canaday he was forthright, open and full of enthusiasm for the Kiwanis year ahead of himé 

ahead of each of us.  It was not hard to catch his enthusiasm and I heartily join his sentiment as he states, ñ  

ñWe are at a critical time in the history of Kiwanis; 

A time for action; 

A time to challenge the status quo; 

A time to cast off complacency; 

And a time to stop going with the flow. 

 

 After all, the only thing that ever goes with the flow ï really ï is a dead fish.  We 

canôt afford to put off until tomorrow the building of a healthier and more vibrant 

Kiwanis ï a Kiwanis that continues to meet the ever-growing needs of a rapidly 

changing world.ò 

 

We are at a critical time for the Utah District of Kiwanis and Support Service 

Leadership Programs (Circle K, Key Club, Key-Leader, Aktion Club, Builders and K-

Children). This is the time for action and every member in the district should heed this 

call éand act today. There are two areas of action critical to our success: Club 

Growth and Excellence and Service to Youth. 

 

Achieving club growth and excellence is more important then ever before. A healthy 

club makes a healthy district. A healthy club serves the children of the community. A 

clubôs strength is in its members. A club is only as good as the body of its members. 

When members get complacent in their membership to their local club, the club 

weakens. Sure, a good president and a few good men and women can keep a club 

alive, but not for long. When 10-20 percent of the membership is doing all of the work 

they will eventually burn out. The club might not feel the impact for a year or so, but 

the harm will eventually surface.  Pres.Canaday encourages each of us to ñcast off 

complacencyò. We cast of complacency by becoming excellent Kiwanians. 

 

An Excellent Kiwaniané cares about their club, and then does something to prove that 

care. An Excellent Kiwaniané takes his/her part in service projects and fundraisers.  

An Excellent Kiwanianéserves in leadership and committee work, lightening the load 

for all.  An Excellent Kiwanianéchallenges the status quo, and digs in to help make a 

difference. An Excellent Kiwanianéinvites friends, community members and business 

men and women to share the Kiwanis experience in providing meaningful service to 

the community and to children.  . An Excellent Kiwanianébelieves in serving the 

children and strives to keep that top most in their mind as they serve Kiwanis.  

 

I have said it before and I will say it again and again, we have enough members to do 

the work that we do, but we do not have enough members to do the work that needs to 

be done. Pres Canaday said,ò  Kiwanians and Kiwanis clubs are the brick and mortar 
ÏÆ +É×ÁÎÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ×Å ÓÅÒÖÅȢȱ Think about all of the lives you have 

touched in your community as a Kiwanian. 

 

Serving the Children of the world is our mission, and Kiwanis is receiving 

international attention as the premiere organization for serving children and building 

youth. Kiwanis Club support for local service leader programs is critical to our 

mission of serving the children of the world. If your club is not serving the children of 

your community, you might merely be a member of lunch or social club who call 

themselves Kiwanis. If you are recruiting new members for networking, social or 

friend gathering purposes, you are not serving the Kiwanis mission.  

 

We serve children. They need us now more than ever in this troubled world. Children 

are battered, tossed and buffeted. Children in your communities are going to bed 

hungry. They go to school hungry. Do you realize how much hunger affects the 

learning ability of a child? Do you think a child is teachable if they are suffering from 

a toothache? If other children tease a child for their state of dress or their hygiene, or 

their inability to read, what are their chances of becoming leaders? Children with 

medical, learning, financial or family problems cannot concentrate on their studies. 

Children who are worried and afraid will probably not join an afterschool or service 

programs without encouragement and guidance. These kids need us now more than 

ever and it is our mission to find ways to fill that need. 
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Fellow Kiwanians, it is time to stop going with the flow.  Time to become Excellent 

Kiwanians, and excellent Kiwanis Clubs.  If your club has great programs that are 

serving the children, it is time to share your success and tips with other clubs. If you 

need help and want to improve your service to children, seek out a club in your 

division that is doing a great jobéthere are lots of them. Your Lt. Governor can put 

you in touch with them. 

 

Each of you know an excellent Kiwanian. They care about their club, they work on 

committees, in leadership on projectséthey serve, they recruit and they give 100%. 

Strive to be like them as you improve your service to Kiwanis. Let each of us set a 

personal goal to ñbuild a healthier and more vibrant Kiwanisò beginning with our 

own membership as we assist our club to excellence. 

 

It is worth it folks. As I hear about your projects, your membership growth, your plans 

and successes in building youth sponsored clubs I am excited and share in your 

enthusiasm. I have said it before, and I will repeat it again and againé.I have never 

been part of such a positive group of people who care so much about their 

communities. Thank you for what you do each and every day in serving the children of 

the worldé.one community and one child at a time. 
 

Yours in Kiwanis Service, 

Pattie 

RISK MANAGEMENT CORNER  
By Lori L. Bergsma, Utah ï Idaho District Risk Manager 

 

Hello All!  

  

I hope all is well with you. A copy of the new yearôs certificate of insurance for both 

the US and Canada  Risk Management Packets are in the works and are targeting for 

mailing to the clubs on the week of November 17
th
 for mailing.   

  

Please be looking for these packets as our liability insurance policy renewal is 

effective November 1, 2008 and any old certificates will no longer be valid.    

  

In the meanwhile, if you need certificates or have any questions, please call Lisa M. 

Heindricks, SPHR  

Director of Human Resources and Risk Management  

Kiwanis International  

ñServing the Children of the Worldò  

1-317-217-6112, US and Canada: 1-800-KIWANIS  

or to learn more or to join, www.kiwanis.org  

 

As always, I thank you for what you do for Kiwanis and encourage you to keep up the 

good work. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lori L. Bergsma 

Utah ï Idaho District Risk Manager 

lori@balancedrockinsurance.com 
 

 

Service ... is love in action, love ñmade fleshò; service is the body, the incarnation of 

love. Love is the impetus, service the act, and creativity the result with many by-

products.   
 Sarah Patton Boyle, U.S. civil rights activist and author. The Desegregated  Heart, part 3, ch. 3  

 (1962). 

 

Service is the rent that you pay for room on this earth.   
Shirley Chisholm (b. 1924), African American politician. As quoted in I Dream a World, by 

Brian Lanker (1989). 

 

The poorest service is repaid with thanks. 
William Shakespeare (1564ï1616), British dramatist, poet. Petruchio, in The Taming of the 

Shrew, act 4, sc. 3, l. 45. 

 


