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Robert Vande Rieviere 

Kiwanis Club of Tielt, Belgium 

Kiwanis International Trustee 
 

         Robert Vande Rieviere of 

Nieuwpoort, Belgium, was elected to a 

three-year term as a Trustee of Kiwanis 

International at the 93
rd
 Annual Kiwanis 

Convention in Orlando, Florida, in June 

2008. 

          Robert is a 26-year member and past 

president of the Kiwanis Club of Tielt, 

Belgium.  He has served as district auditor 

and treasurer and earned distinguished 

honors as lieutenant governor of the 

Belgium District in 1994 ï 95 and 

distinguished honors as governor in 2000 ï 

01. 

          Before joining the International 

Board, Robert served as a distinguished 

lieutenant governor and distinguished 

governor of the Belgium-Luxembourg 

District. 

          In addition to his involvement in 

Kiwanis, Robert served as director of VDR 

Furniture Co. until 1991,  and as sports 

council director from 1986 ï 90, director of 

a regional amateur soccer federation from  

1979 -86, and as  director of his cityôs 

 

childrenôs playground from 1978-84.  He 

also spent time in 1991 doing humanitarian 

work in Romania.   

           Robert is father to two children and 

has three grandchildren. 
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First it is necessary to stand on your own two feet. But the minute a man finds himself in 

that position, the next thing he should do is reach out his arms.  Kristin Hunter, O Magazine, 

November 2003 
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1000 MARBLES 
By Governor Bill Mullins 

 

 As some of you folks might know, I am a Ham Radio Operator. When I found 

this story told by a fellow Ham Radio Operator, Jeffrey Davis, I knew I wanted to 

share it with all of you. 

 One Saturday morning, while we arching the ham bands, I came across an older 

sounding chap, with a tremendous signal and a golden voice. You know the kind, he 

sounded like he should be in the broadcasting business. He was telling whoever he 

was talking with something about "a thousand marbles." 

 He continued, "Let me tell you something Tom, something that has helped me 

keep a good perspective on my own priorities." And that's when he began to explain 

his theory of "a thousand marbles." 

 "You see, I sat down one day and did a little arithmetic. The average person 

lives about seventy-five years. I know, some live more and some live less, but on 

average, folks live about seventy-five years." 

 "Now then, I multiplied 75 times 52 and came up with 3900 which is the 

number of Saturdays that the average person has in their entire lifetime. Now stick 

with me Tom, I'm getting to the important part." "It took me until I was fifty-five years 

old to think about all this in any detail, ñhe went on,ò and by that time I had lvied 

through over twenty-eight hundred Saturdays. I got to thinking that if I lived to be 

seventy-five, I only had about a thousand of them left to enjoy." 

 So I went to three toy stores to roundup1000 marbles. I took them home and put 

them inside of a large, clear plastic container. Every Saturday since then, I have taken 

one marble out and thrown it away." 

 "I found that by watching the marble diminish, I focused more on the really 

important things in life. There is nothing like watching your time here on this earth run 

out to help get your priorities straight." 

 "Now let me tell you one last thing before I sign-off with you and take my 

lovely wife out for breakfast. This morning, I took the very last marble out of the 

container. I figure if I make it until next Saturday then I have been given a little extra 

time. And the one thing we can all use is a little more time." 

 "It was nice to meet you Tom. I hope you spend more time with your family, 

and I hope to meet you again here on the band. 75 year Old Man, this is K9NZQ clear 

and going QRT, good morning!" 

 You could have heard a pin drop on the band when this fellow signed off. I 

guess he gave us all a lot to think about. I had planned to work on the antenna that 

morning, and then I was going to meet up with a few Hams to work on the next club 

newsletter. Instead I went upstairs and woke my wife up with a kiss. "C'mon honey, 

I'm taking you and the kids to breakfast, and hey, can we stop at a toy store while 

we're out? I need to buy some marbles." 

 At first these men were self-centered and they spent their time doing what they 

wanted. They were not thinking of those around them. They realized their mistake and  

spent more time thinking of others, which made them better men. 

 My main question is how do we spend our Saturdays let alone the rest of the 

week? 

          Do we make the best use of our time? As Kiwanians are we selfish with time, 

tied up with our busy lifestyles, or do we give of our time to help others? Are we the 

kind of Kiwanis District that needs to run to the nearest toy store and buy marbles or 

are we the District that doesn't need to be reminded to serve. I'd like to think that we 

are the latter. 

Your Governor Bill Mullins (KD7BFJ) 

 

THE DAFFODIL PRINC IPLE  
By First Lady Barbara Mullins 

 

One day a daughter took her mother to see the daffodils. Her mother could not imagine 

why her daughter was so insistent but off they went. After about twenty minutes, they 

turned onto a small gravel road and she saw a small church. On the far side of the 

church, she saw a hand tattered sign with an arrow that read, "Daffodil Garden". They 

got out of the car and walked down the path. Then, as they turned a corner, she looked 

up and gasped. Before her lay the most glorious sight. It looked as though someone 

had taken a great vat of gold and poured it over the mountain and its surrounding 

slopes. The flowers were planted in majestic, swirling patterns, great ribbons and 

swaths of deep orange, creamy white, lemon yellow, salmon pink and saffron and 

butter yellow. Each different colored variety was planted in large groups so that it 

swirled and flowed like its own river. There were five acres of flowers. 
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THE DAFFODIL PRINCIPLE  (Continued) 
 

 On the patio of the house on this property was a poster entitled "Answers to the 

Questions I Know You Are Asking". The first answer was a simple one. "50,000 

bulbs" it read. The second answer was, "One at a time, by one woman, two hands, two 

feet, and one brain." The third answer was, "Began in 1958". 

 For the Mother that moment was a life-changing experience. She thought of this 

woman whom she had never met, who, more than forty years before, had begun, one 

bulb at a time, to bring her vision of beauty and joy to an obscure mountaintop. 

Planting one bulb at a time, year after year, this unknown woman had forever changed 

the world in which she lived. One day at a time, she had created something of 

extraordinary, beauty, and inspiration. The principle her daffodil garden taught is one 

of the greatest principles of celebration.  

 That is, learning to move toward our goals and desires one step at a time-often 

just one baby-step at a time--learning to love the doing, learning to use the 

accumulation of time. When we multiply tiny pieces of time with small increments of 

daily effort, we too will find we can accomplish magnificent things. We can change 

the world. 

 When I read this story I knew I wanted to share it with all of you Kiwanians. 

What an inspiration it was to me and I hope it is for you also. So many times I think 

"If only I had started earlier....If only....If only....what I could have accomplished". 

Well it's time to be rid of "If only" regrets and start now to accomplish whatever 

desires we have in our hearts. I wish all of you Kiwanians good health and happiness 

as you serve the Children. 

 

NEW CIRCLE K ASSISTANT  

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR APPOINTED  

Karl L. Greenwood, Utah-Idaho CKI Assistant District Administrator  
 

          Governor Bill Mullins and CKI District 

Administrator Norman Taylor have honored me with the 

invitation to serve the Utah-Idaho District and Circle K as 

the new Assistant District Administrator of the Utah-

Idaho Circle K District.  I have enjoyed my opportunities 

and experiences within the Kiwanis Family over the last 

12 years and look forward to many more adventures.  As 

a brief introduction to my background and experience, I 

offer the following: 

          My name is Karl Greenwood.  I was born in Provo, Utah to Duane and Cynde 

Greenwood.  I am the oldest of three children.  I graduated in December 2007 with my 

Master of Information Systems Management degree from BYU.  I now work as a 

network engineer for AT&T.  I am the newest member of the Orem Kiwanis Club, 

being inducted at the May 12
th
 meeting and now serve on the Service Committee there 

as well. 

 

          I grew up in California where I first became acquainted with the Kiwanis 

Family through Key Club.  I was participating in a church youth activity when a 

fellow youth member asked me if I intended on joining any particular clubs when I 

began in high school the following fall.  She asked if I had heard of Key Club at 

which I gave the typical response, ñDo you make keys?ò  She informed me she was 

the club president, assured me that they did not make keys, and proceeded to explain 

to me about the service club and their current projects.  The following fall I joined the 

Key Club and saw an amazing group of kids working to serve the community.  They 

had 2-3 separate projects on several nights each week and on weekends.  I have not 

seen such a proactive service calendar in any Kiwanis family club I have been 

privileged to associate with.  I later moved and joined a smaller club where I was 

privileged to serve as Club Treasurer.  We had many projects including Relay for 

Life, Trick-or-Treat for IDD, and beach cleanups.  I had amazing experiences in Cali-

Nev-Ha Key Club where I saw the vision and potential of the Kiwanis Family to serve 

the children of the world.  I wanted to continue this experience as I prepared for 

college. 

         I looked at the Circle K International website for information about clubs and 

found very little about any activity in Utah where I planned to attend BYU.  I found 

one small line with an email address for a Norman Taylor.  I wrote a simple email  

inquiring into whether there was a Circle K club at BYU.  Norm forwarded the email 

with exclamation points to Governor Emily Smuin who allowed me the  

opportunity to be a charter member of the newly-forming BYU Circle K Club.  I 

served as Club Secretary our first year where we grew to have 39 members with an 

average of 20 attending our meetings.  We visited with our Kiwanians at the Provo 

 
 

 

 

 


